
Transporting Michelangelo into 
the 21st Century: 

Blending Art, Poetry, and Information 
Literacy Through Project-based Learning 

Presented at the National Art Education Association 
Conference 

New York City, March 1, 2012 

Pat Kerner- Lead Art Teacher 

Meredith Burris- 5th grade Lead Teacher 

Myra Morrison- Media Specialist 

Trinity School, Atlanta, Georgia  

 

 



5th Grade Artist Research Project-  
An Evolving Project 

• Our project began in 
2000 when Meredith 
brought the idea to 
Myra and myself. 

• Meredith wanted to 
collaborate on a 
project that would 
combine writing with 
research and art.  

 

 



Responding to Art 

What do you see? 
What do you think 

about it? 

What does it 
make you 
wonder? 
 



Combining Art and Poetry 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/i
mages/0810943867/ref=dp_otherviews
_0?ie=UTF8&s=books&img=0 

How would you paint a poem? 
Prepare the canvas carefully 

With tiers of misty rectangles 
Stacked secrets waiting to be told. 

 
Prepare the canvas carefully 
With shallow pools of color 

Stacked secrets waiting to be told. 
Messages from some unknown place. 

 
With shallow pools of color 

Thin layers of gauze float over the canvas 
Messages from some unknown place 

Where soft shapes expand above a glow. 
 

Thin layers of gauze float over the canvas 
With tiers of misty rectangles 

Where soft shapes expand above a glow 
How would you paint a poem? 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0810943867/ref=dp_otherviews_0?ie=UTF8&s=books&img=0
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0810943867/ref=dp_otherviews_0?ie=UTF8&s=books&img=0
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0810943867/ref=dp_otherviews_0?ie=UTF8&s=books&img=0


Writing Process 
Writing free-verse poetry 
inspired by art and taking 
the poem through the 
writing process. 

http://www.art.com/products/p12838878-sa-i2055985/vincent-
van-gogh-almond-branches-in-bloom-san-remy-c1890. 

http://www.art.com/products/p10077261-sa-i1326038/vincent-van-gogh-first-steps 

 

http://www.art.com/products/p10316255-sa-
i2326743/leonardo-da-vinci-female-head-la-
scapigliata-c1508 

http://www.art.com/products/p12187511-sa-
i1564625/marc-chagall-fleurs-sur-fond-rouge-
c1970. 
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First Attempt Results 

A warm summer night 
The trees swaying peacefully in the 
breeze 
The moon almost as bright as the sun 
as you lay outside  
looking up  at the sky. 
Beholding the beauty the of the sky  
The stars shining down on you 
Filling you with warmth 
As you gaze back 
This is the beauty of a starry night  

http://www.art.com/products/p13920258-sa-i2784742/vincent-van-gogh-starry-night-c1889. 
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Artist Selection 

• The project began 
by using  Art and 
Man and  
Scholastic Art 
magazines  for 
initial selection of 
artists.              
(104 artists to 
choose from) 
 



Research in Media Class 

• An Artist Biography 
Worksheet is given 
to each student  as 
a guide to research 
their artist. This is 
completed in art 
class and media 
class.   
 



Using a Bibliography Creator 

 

• Before much 
research has actually 
started we choose 
an online 
bibliography creator 
and teach the 
students how to use 
it. 



Book Location 

• Students use our 
online catalog to 
locate books and 
websites on their 
artist. 

• They will find books 
in both the regular 
Non Fiction section 
and in Reference. 



      Nonfiction       &    Reference 



Art Reserve Books  &  Journals 



Poster Sets & Subscription Websites 



Searching Online Databases 



Picture Capturing 

• Students find a 
picture by their artist 
that inspires  them 
to create their own 
work of art. They are 
required to copy and 
paste it in a 
document complete 
with citing 
information.  http://giverny.org/monet/welcome.htm 

2-21-12 

http://www.intermonet.com/japan/
http://giverny.org/monet/welcome.htm


Exhibition Sign 

In media class 
students are given a 
format to follow to 
create a sign that 
will be mounted and 
displayed with their 
art work, explaining 
how they were 
inspired to create 
their piece. 



Timeline of Art Projects: 

• 2001-2003- Acrylic Paintings inspired by their artist.  

• 2004 - Artist Gift Box and Artist Assembly 

• 2005 - Acrylic Painting 

• 2006 - Acrylic Painting/ Collage/ Assemblage 

• 2007 - Artist’s Dinner Party- Place Settings 

• 2008 - Collage/ Assemblage Artist Portraits 

• 2009 - “ Tiny Tin” Homage Box 

• 2010 - Accordion Fold Books 

• 2011 - Artist Gift Box  

• 2012 - Choice - Art Studio Centers 

 

 

 

 



Acrylic Paintings 2000-2006 

Georgia O’Keeffe 

Miriam Shapiro 



M.C. Escher 

Gustav Klimt 

Rene Magritte 



Artists’ Dinner Party 2007 



Andy Warhol 

Faith Ringgold 



Jaune Quick-to-See Smith 

Wayne Thiebaud 



Berthe Morisot 

Frederic Remington 



Hokusai 

Paul Gauguin 



Artist Assemblage Portraits 2008 

Students were 
inspired to create an 
assemblage portrait 
of their artist using 
objects that related 
to their artist. 
Students used 
objects not only on 
their faces but also in 
the background.  



Claes Oldenberg 

Peter Max 

Bettye Saar 



Vincent Van Gogh Edgar Degas 

Winslow Homer 



Sandy Skoglund Jaune Quick-to-See Smith 

Norman Rockwell 



“Tiny Tin” Homage Boxes 2009 

• Planning required 
access to not only a 
portrait of the artist, 
and example of their 
work, but also objects 
that the artist may 
have used or used as 
inspiration in their art 
form.  



Bernice Abbott Imogene Cunningham 



Annie Liebovitz Peter Max 



Janet Fish  David Hockney 



Andy Warhol Frederic Remington 



Accordion Books 2010 

Miriam Shapiro 

Claes Oldenburg 



David Hockney 

Paul Gaugin 



Annie Liebovitz 

Judy Onofrio 



Takashi Murakami 

Pablo Picasso 



Artist Gift Box 2011 

Deborah  Butterfield 

Bridget Riley  

Claes Oldenburg 



Georgia O’Keeffe  Marisol Edvard Munch 



Joan Miro  

Auguste Rodin  

Hokusai 



Robert Rauschenburg 

Marcel Duchamp Paul Klee 



Choice - Art Studio Centers- 2012 







Artwork for 2012 

Henri Matisse Marcel Duchamp  



Salvador Dali’ 

Andy Goldsworthy 

Deborah Butterfield 



Final Writing Piece  

The fish no one wants to be around 
The odd one out 
The outcast 
The one in yellow 
instead of red 
Feels like he’s the only one in the ocean 
The new fish 
The one who wants a chance. 
He has no one to talk to 
He has no one to play with 
He has no one to swim with 
He, the outcast, has nothing but the solemnness of the open water  
But the fish does not know what’s wrong 
Is it my color? 
Is it my scales? 
Is it the way I swim?  
That’s not it 
But why am I the odd one out?  
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http://paulkleepaintings.org/


2004- Artist Research Project Assembly 





Artist Research Project  
Gallery Opening in Media Center 



Thank you for attending our 
presentation!  



5th Grade Artist Research Project 

A Gift Box for an Artist 

A Gift for the Artist 

____________________________Name of Student 

_______________________________Name of Artist 

______Box reflects artist’s style 

______Painting technique 

______Use of the box as part of design format 

______Creativity—Idea for gift etc. 
 

Appendix A  
Artist Biography Worksheet, Planning Sheet, Rubric,  

Exhibition Signage Guidelines 



Artist’s Name: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Date and Place of Birth: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Date and Place of Death:  
______________________________________________________________________ 
What style of art is your artist known for?  Describe it. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What period or movement of art was your artist a part of? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What materials (or media) did your artist use? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What training (if any) did your artist have? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  

Artist Biography Worksheet 



Describe the early years of your artist’s life. How and why did they 

 become an artist?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name some of your artist’s major accomplishments: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What words, symbols, or images are associated with your artist and their 

artwork?  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Try drawing those symbols or images: 



List a few interesting facts and/or personal information about your artist: 
•___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

•___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

•___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name another artist who works in the same style or time period of your artist:  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How is their work similar? How is it different?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Write down a few important quotes from your artist: 
•__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

•__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

What key world events may have influenced your artist and the creation of 

their art? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



Artist Research Project 2012: Planning Sheet 
  
Student Name:_____________________Class /Section: ________ 
Artist Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Please read the “Art and Man” or “Scholastic Art” about your artist. 
Refer to your Artist Biography Worksheet for the following information: 
 
Please list words or images associated with your artist: 
   
 
Did your artist have a source for their ideas? 
  
 
What theme or themes does your artist use in his/her work?  
  
 
What materials might you need to use in the creation of your artwork? (Found objects? A 
canvas? Acrylic paint? Clay?) 
  
What are you going to create to show your understanding and inspiration you received 
from your artist? (Remember not to “COPY” your artists work but create a piece 
“INSPIRED” by your artist!) 









 

5th Grade Artist Research Project 
Student Instructions for Exhibition Sign  

•You may select any font that reflects the style of your artist 

•Font size must be 20 point for the artist name (example) Ansel Adams 
•Your name can be 18 and 16 for the description 

•No color- just black please! 

•Center justification for everything 

•You must include the name of your artist (see below) 

•Print out a copy which is due on Friday, Feb. 24 in your art class- no exceptions!  

 

You must include the following: 

 (Artist’s name) 

Student Name 

(Leave a space between your name and your description) 

A brief explanation of your artwork. Explain the how you were inspired by your artist, or 

why you selected the medium you worked in.  Tell us why you chose your particular 

subject and anything else you want the viewer to know. Keep it to a few sentences. 

(No more than 3 sentences please!) 

 

 (Hint)You can use a part of your explanation from your research if it applies! Think of how 

you have written your artist statements! A title is optional!  



Points: 1 2 3 

Place √ here:       

Work Habits: Average amount of time in 
the planning and completion.  
Some time wasted. 

More than average amount 
of time in the planning and 
completion. 
  

Considerable amount of 
energy in the planning and 
completion. No time 
wasted. 

Place √ here:       

  Directions not followed at 
times. 

Directions followed the 
majority of time. 

Directions followed 
throughout the project. 

Place √ here:       

  Not prepared with ideas. Thought of ideas, used 
supplies from the art room. 

Prepared – brought things 
from home to enhance the 
book. 

Place √ here:       

Creativity: Fair idea, more effort 
needed. 

Good idea with a creative 
quality. 

Clever idea with a unique 
approach. 

Place √ here:       

  Idea does not relate well to 
artist. Not enough thought 
or information put into the 
book. 

Idea development is OK, 
more thought or information 
could have gone into the 
book. 

Book relates well to artist. 
Very thoughtful and 
thorough information. 

Place √ here:       

Craftsmanship: Somewhat careless, quickly 
done, no attention to detail. 

Nicely done, some areas 
could have been done 
better. 

Well done, attention to 
detail. 

ARP Rubric  



Resources 
Encyclopedia Britannica. http://school.eb.com/            (subscription website) 
 
Greenberg, J. (2001) Heart to Heart. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams, Inc.   
 Retrieved from http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0810943867     
 /ref=dp_otherviews_0?ie=UTF8&s=books&img=0 
 
Grolier Encyclopedia. http://go-passport.grolier.com) /           (subscription website) 
 
Groves Art Online.  http://www.oxfordartonline.com           (subscription website) 
 
Know the Artist Artchart Poster Series. Aspen, CO. Crystal  Publications.  1999. 
 
Piven, Hanoch (2005) What Presidents Are Made Of. New York, NY; Scholastic Inc.  
 
Scholastic Art and Art and Man. (1976-2012) New York, New York; Scholastic  Inc. 
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